I commend to you particularly Master John Ra- Sidney to
phael, a pious, wise, and sensible man, who will Languet
give you this letter, and to whom I beg you will
show some attention.
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Y very dear Hubert! Robert Beale and
Rogers and your friend Butrech arrived
here together, with your most wished-for
letters; so that I seemed to myself both to hear
and see you at the same time, to my exceeding
delight. You sharply accuse me of slothfulness,
and in the mean time fall into the same fault,
nay, a far greater, inasmuch as I am always made
better by your letters, while mine must of neces-
sity grate upon your ears to no purpose. The
use of the pen, as you may perceive, has plainly
fallen from me; and my mind itself, if it was ever
adlive in anything, is now beginning, by reason
of my indolent ease, imperceptibly to lose its
strength* and to relax without any reluctance-
For to what purpose should our thoughts be di-
rected to various kinds of knowledge, unless room
be afforded for putting it into practice, so that
public advantage may be the result, which in
a corrupt age we cannot hope for? Who would
learn music except for the sake of giving plea-
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